Land Rover Defender - Checklist
	Area
	Check
	Result

	Ownership
	Number of previous owners
	

	
	Previous uses
	

	
	Why being sold (enquire if owned for less than a year)
	

	
	Review V5 ‘log book’ – makes sure tallies with the owner
	

	
	Check previous details with ‘AA Data Check’ or ‘HPI’ (check not an insurance write-off)
	

	
	Review previous MOTs – check to make sure if was serviced regularly
	

	
	Review ‘Service Book’ – should be stamped (if reasonable new) 
	

	Initial Checkout

- if significant failure, leave car
	Exterior

- Look at panels and sill area beneath doors – a few dents inevitable, lots of dents equals rough use
	

	
	Interior

- Carpets clean or scuffed, seats, headlining, dashboard
	

	
	Bonnet - Open

- Filthy, wires hanging loose?

- Low coolant, hydraulic levels pitch black oil on dipstick
	

	Chassis
	Dents and gouges – caused by contact with rocks. Lots of dents point to a hard life
	

	
	Check for levels of rust, check if filler has been used anywhere
	

	
	Check if repair sections or plates have been welded in
	

	
	Front crossmember – dents or rust
	

	
	Back crossmember – dents or rust
	

	
	Bulkhead – check for rust. Check inside the cab and from beneath and above the engine bay
	

	Bodywork
	Slight bodywork corrosion expected
	

	
	Doors – inspect hinges, inside and out
	

	
	Rear door – check hinges, rear window wash wipers and heating elements.
	

	Suspension
	Test drive- general sloppiness?
	

	
	Does the land rover sag anywhere? Not a big issue – springs and dampers easy to replace
	

	Steering
	Poor steering noticed while driving
	

	
	Chrome-plated front swivels – surface pitting needs to be replaced

	

	
	Power steering – check for leaks before and after test drive
	

	Transmission
	Some free-play expected. Bad needs to be reviewed. Noticed on start off and changing gear. Simulate traffic.
	

	
	Test for smooth changes in all gears – check doesn’t jump out of gear when accelerating. 
	

	
	Repeat with low ratios – high-low may be stiff. 
	

	
	Check hand brake on a slope
	

	
	Check beneath vehicle for oil leaks from axle differentials and main and transfer gear boxes. 
	

	Engine
	Check for serious oil leaks, particularly from seals
	

	
	Check for smoke from exhaust on start-up – should be white or blue and should disappear quickly
	

	
	Check if engine driven hard (full revs for each gear change, driving flat out on open road) – valve or piston wear (blue exhaust smoke and/or serious oil leaks), turbocharger wear, intercooler problems, cracked blocks and heads.
	

	
	Timing Belt Changes – find out when last changed (300 Tdis have required modification – has this been done).
	

	Interior
	Have a general look at condition and beneath seat covers
	

	
	Check for leaks or condensation problems. 
	

	Smoke Signals
	If more than a modest mini puff of black smoke on start-up – injectors are worn – easy and cheap to repair
	

	
	White smoke – excess fuel, problems with distributor pump
	

	
	Blue smoke on start-up or overrun – wear in the valve guides and seals
	

	
	Blue smoke persists – wear in the bores, piston and piston rings developed serious wear or broken
	

	
	Most serious problem may be cylinder wear – to check, remove engine breather cap while engine is running, and slowly increase the revs. If the bores, pistons and rings are worn beyond normal tolerances they will allow the crankcase to pressurize, blowing oil mist or smoke out of the cap. Major strip down required. 
	


